A Quick Overview on Cooper Hospital

- Cooper Hospital has been around for 30 years and is in the process of a major expansion project.  There will be a new 10 story patient care pavilion with state of the art equipment and private rooms.  This building will house a brand new ICU, new operating room suites, and more importantly - a brand new expanded emergency room with many more rooms to see patients.  There are also plans involving the revitalization of Camden which include a brand new four year medical school to the Cooper campus which will only lead to a collegiate atmosphere and the formation of a health science campus.  Along with this four year medical school, the plan is to make numerous mixed-use buildings with restaurants.  All these plans are being backed by UMDNJ (University of Medicine and Denistry of New Jersey), Cooper Hospital, the city of Camden, and the state of New Jersey.  Early estimates call for half a billion dollars of investment.

 

An overview of the Emergency Medicine Program

- Now that you have a general idea of Cooper, here's a description of the emergency medicine program.  It is a three year program with no pre-lim.  The third year class currently has 7 residents, the second year 8, and the new incoming intern class has 10 with the plan to go to 10 residents for each class.  Interns are expected and encouraged to pick up sick patients and medics with the assurance that they will always have senior resident and attending backup if they run into any problems.  There are no restrictions in what an intern can see which contributes to getting used to treating sick patients much more quickly as well as learning a great deal more.  The support staff in the ED is excellent but we pride ourselves in the ability to have the tools to do anything - whether it be to start an EJ to get IV access, intubate a difficult airway, place central lines, put in chest tubes, etc.  Lectures are for five hours on Thursday and are PROTECTED TIME.  The attendings work with no residents in the ER so that we can sit in on lectures.  We have monthly module exams on topics such as toxicology, cardiology which make us read up on these topics as well as giving us an excuse to get together as classmates for dinner and a night of going over this stuff - can't beat learning while drinking alcohol with some of your best friends.  Our training curriculum has us do a plethora of different subjects.  We rotate on the trauma service, the medical ICU service (both as an intern and as a senior resident), at Virtua-Memorial Hospital which is our community hospital, ENT, anesthesia, OB (to get deliveries), EMS, cardiac ICU, pediatric ICU (at St. Christopher's Hospital in Philadelphia PA - one of the top pediatric hospitals in the country).  The great thing about our program is that we have so much fun.  We go out into Philly together for a night on the town.  We're nearby the Jersey shore so day trips are normal.  Attendings are extremely approachable and have joined us in going to watch baseball games, picnics, and golfing.  It really is a very close-knit atmosphere with lots of support directed at making you the best possible emergency medicine doctor.

 

